
Vermont’s Farmland 

Solar Policy 
Genevieve Byrne

Vermont Law School, Farm and Energy Initiative

gbyrne@vermontlaw.edu

July 22, 2021



------------------------------------Net-Metering------------------------------------------

----

Standard Offer



Role of the Agency of Agriculture, Food, and Markets

• The Public Utility Commission must consider impacts to prime 

agricultural soils for all ground-mounted solar projects over 15kW. 

• For ground-mounted projects 50kW or larger, the AAFM receives notice 

of proposed projects. 

• AAFM has the right to appear at PUC hearings for projects between 15-

500kW and must appear if the system is greater than 500kW and located 

on agricultural soils. 

• Conditions for the protection of agricultural soils can be included in a 

project’s Certificate of Public Good. 



Vermont Net Metering: REC and  Siting Adjustors

Start with 

blended 

residential 

rate.

(SEPT. 2021 VALUE REDUCTION)

(-$0.01)

(-$0.01)

(-$0.04)
(-$0.05)

Zero and Positive Adjustors = 10 years

Negative Adjustors = Perpetuity
($0.00)

(-$0.04)

$0.16413/kWh



Land Use Value Appraisal Program

• “Current Use” Taxation Program

• Allows net-metered and off-grid solar installations 50kW or less to be siting on enrolled land. 

• Allows other installations (up to 500kW) are allowed if they qualify as a “farm improvement.”

• General Rule:  50% of the energy must be used by the farm. 



Upcoming Proceedings: 

1) PUC Notice of Workshops and Request for Comments on Net Metering Rule 5.100:

• August 24, 2021:  PUC application Process and administrative issues

• September 16, 2021: Net-Metering Compensation, including potential

alternatives to retail rate

2) 2022- Net-Metering Biennial Review Process


